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SUB J : ASGHAR KHAN MEETS THE PRESS: CARTER ADMINISTRATION PRAISED 

1 . PNA LEADER ASGHAR KHAN, ADDRESSING A PRESS CONFERENCE 
IN RAWALPINDI ON IUNE 7, PRAISED THE CARTER GOVERNMENT 
FOR BRINGING ABOUT A "VERY REFRESHING CHANGE IN AMERICAN 
POLICY." PEOPLE DEDICATED TO HUMAN RIGHTS WOULD WELCOME 
THE AMERICAN APPROACH ALL OVER THE WORLD, HE SAID. HE 
DEINED THAT THERE WAS A FOREIGN CONSPIRACY OR 'RAIN OF 
DOLLARS" IN PAKISTAN. HE SAID BHUTTO'S APRIL 28 SPEECH 

IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ALLEGING U.S. INTERFERENCE WAS 
"A DISGRACEFUL PERFORMANCE" WHICH BROUGHT A BAD NAME TO 
THE COUNTRY. BHUTTO, HE MAINTAINED, DID NOT HESITATE TO 
UNDERMINE PAKISTAN'S FOREIGN RELATIONS WITH THE SUPERPOWERS 
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IN AN ATTEMPT TO REALIZE DOMESTIC POLITICAL GAIN. 

2. REPLYING TO A QUESTION ABOUT THE US DECISION TO CANCEL 
THE SALE OF A-7 AIRCRAFT TO PAKISTAN, THE AIR MARSHAL 
SAID THIS WAS THE FAULT OF BHUTTO, WHO HAS LOST 
"CREDIBILITY" AT HOME AND ABROAD. THE US DECISION, HE 
SAID, DOES NOT HELP US MUCH. BHT BHUTTO FAILED TO CONVINCE 
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THE US THAT THE BALANCE OF POWER IN THE SUBCONTINENT 
CONTINUES TO FAVOR INDIA. 

3. COMMENTING ON THE GOVERNMENT-PNA DIALOGUE, THE 

AIR MARSHAL DEMANDED THE RELEASE OF ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS 
WITHIN THE NEXT 24 HOURS, FAILING WHICH HE WOULD LAUNCH 
A MOVEMENT. ASKED IF THIS WAS A PNA ULTIMATUM, HE SAID 
HE WAS SPEAKING ON HIS OWN BEHALF. HOWEVER, HE AFFIRMED 
THAT THE PNA NEGOTIATING TEAM UNDERSTOOD HIS POSITION ON 
THE ISSUE. HE CRITICIZED THE GOVERNMENT S APPROACH TO 
THE TALKS AND EXPRESSED DOUBT ABOUT ITS WILLINGNESS TO 
REACH A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT. BHUTTO, HE OPINED, WANTS 
TO DELAY THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS AS LONG AS POSSIBLE TO 
"COOL DOWN THE TEMPO." HE ASSERTED THAT THE PNA'S DEMANDS 
WERE BASIC, RELEVANT, AND REFLECTED THE PEOPLES' 

ASPIRATIONS. FOLLOWING THE PRESS CONFERENCE, THE 

AIR MARSHAL LEFT FOR PESHAWAR WHERE HE REPORTEDLY MET 

WITH PNA WORKERS. 

4. THE AIR MARSHAL'S REMARKS ABOUT THE UNITED STATES 
MAY INDICATE THE PNA HAS DECIDED TO MEET HEAD ON THE 
PM'S CHARGE THAT THE US HAS INTERFERED IN PAKISTAN'S 
DOMESTIC POLITICS ON THE OPPOSITION'S SIDE. IF THE 

AIR MARSHAL MAKES PRAISE FOR THE US COUPLED WITH 
CRITICISM OF BHUTTO A CAMPAIGN THEME IN CASE OF NEW 
ELECTIONS, WE MAY WELL RECEIVE A LEVEL OF ATTENTION WE 
WOULD PREFER TO AVOID. 
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